Notes on Anuvu Test-Ride:

Tamer Duara (sp?) of Anuvu gave me my test-ride.  The Anuvu prototype was a Plug-In Hybrid Fuel Cell Vehicle.  The prototype I  was in had only Lead-Acid batteries, but, theoretically, a newer one could have more advanced batteries.  I asked why Anuvu had decided on a Plug-In Hybrid and he said that by decreasing the power of the fuel cell stack to 6 kW from the 75 kW levels being discussed by other Fuel Cell Vehicle makers, and by increasing the battery size to make up for the power loss, they were able to save money, because at present fuel cells cost a great deal more than batteries.  In this hybrid, below 30 mph, the Fuel Cell Stack powers both the vehicle and charges the batteries.  Above that number, and the batteries contribute their share of the power.

This prototype was also unusual in that it advertises a vehicle that is actually for sale.  (It is the only Fuel Cell Vehicle retrofitter I've heard about that claims that a person can buy one, right now).  A colleague of mine is seeking to raise the $100,000 Anuvu is asking so that he can demonstrate an FC vehicle at his Southern California not-for-profit.

Since it's a plug-in hybrid, I asked if it did any on-board electrolysis of water to make hydrogen (no, it doesn't).... ok, so that's a reach, but I thought I'd ask.

I have a note on tape that I think implies the Battery Pack provides 20-30 miles on a charge, while the system can go 200-225 miles on a full Hydrogen tank, but I'm not 100% certain.

